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Budget gives 6.5% to gender plans

Guest Column
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ender budgeting has
been used by the gov-
ernment as a fiscal
y tool for mainstreaming

_er-related issues into poli-
.y decision-making.

The fundamental objective
of gender budgeting is to un-
derstand the differential im-
pactof budgets across genders
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and, accordingly, create policy
options to address gender ine-
qualities.

It, thus, involves gen-
der-sensitive formulation, re-
source allocation and continu-
ous monitoring to address vul-
nerabilities faced by women
throughout their life cycle.

The gender budget in India
is divided into two broad sec-
tions. Part A reflects wom-
en-specific schemes, with 100
per cent allocation for women,
and Part B reflects pro-women
schemes, with at least 30 per
cent of the allocation is for
women.

The total allocation under
the gender budget in 2024-25
{interim) is projected to be Rs
3,09,690 crore which accounts
for 6.5 per cent of the total
budgetary outlay for fiscal

https:/lepaper.telegraphindia.com/

ALLABOUTEVE

® Total allocation Rs 3.09
lakh crore

® Most under PM Awas
Yojana, Jal Jeewan Mission
and rural job scheme

m Effective monitoring

and evaluation required;
gender-segregated data on
benefits required

year 2024-25.

It reflects an increase of
19 per cent as compared to
the 2023-24 revised estimates.
Out of the total allocation, the
Part A schemes (61 schemes
under 22 ministries/depart-
ments)account for 36 per cent,
and the remaining is under

Part B schemes (238 schemes
under 31 ministries/depart-
ments).

The total resources allocat-
ed to the Ministry of Women
and Child Development is Rs
26,092 crore, of which 13 per
cent are allocated under Part
A, and 65 per cent are ear-
marked under Part B.

A significant part of the
increase in the allocation can
be attributed to the inclusion
of the Jal Jeevan Mission
(JJM) for the first time in
Part B of GB, with 48 per cent
of the total allocation under
the scheme being allocated to
women.

Women in India spend con-
siderable time fetching water,
which hampers their ability
to work and educate them-
selves and work. Therefore, it

is appropriate to include JJM
in GB, which significantly im-
pacts women's lives

Looking at the composition
of the Gender Budget, it re-
veals that six specific schemes
exert a significant influence,
collectively accounting for 61.4
per cent of the total Gender
Budget.

The concentration of a
substantial portion of the
Gender Budget within these
schemes signifies their pivotal
role in shaping the overall fi-
nancial allocation dedicated to
gender-specific initiatives.

However, the absence of
monitoring and clearly de-
fined, gender-segregated data
on scheme benefits may cre-
ate ambiguity in categorising
schemes within the Gender
Budgeting Statement.
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